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Editor’s Note: 
This issue of SEMPER FLAGRANS! is dedicated to 

Glenmuir@60, in commemoration of the 60th 
anniversary of the founding of the institution.  

The year of activities begin in September 2018.



 

      he Glenmuir High School Past Students’ Association is 

pleased to join the Board of Governors, Principal, Staff, 

students and all well-wishers of our alma mater in 

commemoration of the 60th anniversary of its 

establishment.  We salute the vision of Bishop Percival 

Gibson in founding Glenmuir and the dedication of Dr. 

Sydney Scott, the first Principal in realising the dream 

through his nurturing of the pedagogy, relations and 

reputation of the school.   

 

Over the years, and under the influence of subsequent 

administration, the school has flourished and established 

an enviable record of excellence in all areas, contributing 

undoubtedly to the families, communities that come under 

its influence, and indeed to Jamaica and the world.  At sixty 

years of phenomenal growth and performance, we are 

proud to celebrate Glenmuir and all it stands for, under the 

theme “Relentless in Pursuit of Excellence”. 

 

I invite you, our past students, to be a part of the 

continuation of history.  A year-long series of activities and 

engagement will unfold, beginning this September, and I 

trust that you will join us on the journey of reminiscing, 

honouring, celebrating and committing to keep Glenmuir 

the school of choice for discerning parents and students. 

 

The Past Students’ Association in Jamaica and its chapters 

in other countries are fully supportive of and working with 

the school towards the success of all activities.  You can do 

your part in sharing ideas, disseminating information and 

supporting the events wherever they are staged.  It is also 

important that we see this as an opportunity to remind 

ourselves of the values instilled in us and how in our daily 

lives we can continue to demonstrate Glenmuir to the 

world. 

 

Do enjoy this special edition of FLAGRANS in which we pay 

tribute to different parts of our experiences at Glenmuir. 

 

 

President 
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    ercival Gibson was the Anglican Bishop of Jamaica from 1955 to 

1967, a significant achievement as he was the first Jamaican and 

first black person to occupy the post.  He also served as the first 

Headmaster of Kingston College.  Conscious of the challenges 

faced by students from low-income households in accessing good 

quality secondary education, it was his vision to establish schools 

which could accomplish those goals.  He is credited with the 

founding of Glenmuir High School in May Pen in 1958 and Bishop 

Gibson High School for Girls in Mandeville in 1962. 

 

Following in the tradition of Anglican Schools, the institution 

remains closely linked with religious orientation and practices.   

 

Bishop Gibson’s dream for Glenmuir has reaped enormous 

success, given the thousands of students from all social classes in 

Clarendon and nearby parishes in central Jamaica, who have 

passed through its doors and on the backs of the solid teaching 

and learning experiences, have become productive and successful 

citizens of Jamaica and the world. 

P

In the Beginning…. 
T h e  D r e a m  o f  P e r c i v a l  G i b s o n

May his dream live
on in each of us!
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             r. Sydney H. Scott is the renowned, revered and respected founding and longest-serving 

Principal of Glenmuir High School.  He served in that capacity from 1958 to 1983.  Coming from 

pecuniary circumstances with his family being of the peasant class, he was not able to attend 

nearby Munro College.  On the strength of a scholarship, he attended Kingston College and was 

fortunate to come under the influence of Headmaster Rev. Percival Gibson, for whom he 

became a protégé.  Dr. Scott was a brilliant student and became head boy of Kingston 

College in 1943.  Having completed high school, he was hired him as an Assistant Master, a 

position in which he served for 5 years.   In 1949 he won a Colonial and Development 
Scholarship to Oxford University, where he studied the classics and history, graduating in 1952. 
 In subsequent years, he at various times pursued further studies, ultimately culminating in is 

doctoral degree, and accepted teaching positions in between those periods at Kingston College 

and as Headmaster, in the British Virgin Islands.  Throughout this, he demonstrated his embrace 

of Bishop Gibson’s vision of providing for and facilitating the access of the poorer classes to 

good secondary education. This conviction and its implementation became most evident when 

he assumed the position of Headmaster of Glenmuir High School, founded by Percival Gibson, 
in 1958, and for the next twenty-five years in that position.

For many who attended Glenmuir over the years, very little if any of this was known.  Dr. Scott 

embodied a standard for excellence which he instilled n his charges by example.  His care and 

attention to details, such as knowing the name of each student, of strict adherence to 

punctuality, of spiritual observances, of not tolerating indiscipline of any form, of seeking a 

balance between the arts and the sciences, were all aspects of his determination to offer a well- 

rounded education to Jamaican students, who may otherwise not have the opportunity for 

these kinds of experiences. He was fondly or disparagingly referred to as “Charlie” but it 

appears that for a leader of his stature (not physical) a nickname was entirely out of character. 

 Some of us are still trying to ascertain the genesis of this moniker.  Without doubt, he is the 

epitome of all that is exemplary in a leader for the young and impressionable who are placed in 

his care. 
Dr. Omar Davies, who enrolled in Glenmuir four months after its establishment and who 

remained an admirer of him, has this to say about the venerable Principal:  

Being the founding Principal was an achievement 
by itself, but Dr. Scott simply used that as a platform 
for other achievements.  He instilled in his students 
not only the zeal for academic excellence but also 
the intangibles which combine to produce good 
citizens. 

During this 60th anniversary celebrations, the Glenmuir High School Past Students Association 

salutes Dr. Sydney H. Scott, for his inestimable contribution to the school and all its 

stakeholders, and pays tribute to his memory and commits to the furtherance of his dream, by 

continuing the tradition of excellence which he so expertly established at Glenmuir. 

Loosely adapted from a Tribute by Dr. Omar Davies, with his permission. 

D r .  S y d n e y  H .  S c o t t

D
Founding Principal
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Glenmuir salutes... 

Leader, Mentor, Orator, Visionary

Dr. Sydney Howard Scott
Founding Principal
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GLENMUIR IN 1958 (year of its founding): 
DR. SYDNEY H. SCOTT AND STUDENT BODY

It must be a rare feat for a school to have had only two principals in its first 50 years. Glenmuir did, as 

its founding Principal was succeeded by a past student, groomed to assume the position. This must 

surely speak of the continuity and personal investment which have been the hallmark of the 

leadership of the school, as three subsequent principals, including the current one, are also past 

students.   

 

Below is the list of Glenmuir’s Principals: 

•  Dr. Sydney H. Scott - 1958 to 1983 

•  Mr. Clement Radcliffe - 1983 to 2009 

•  Mr. William Willis - 2010 

•  Mrs. Monacia Williams -  2010 to 2013 

•  Mrs. Karen Radcliffe (acting) – 2013 (3 months) 

•  Dr. Marsha Smalling - 2014 to present 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SCHOOL, THE PAST STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

SALUTES ALL PRINCIPALS, PAST AND PRESENT, WHO IN SHARING THE GIBSON VISON AND HARNESSING THE 

RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO THEM, HAVE OFFERED SERVICE OF THE HIGHEST ORDER TO MAKE GLENMUIR 

THE PLACE OF CHOICE FOR SECONDARY EDUCATION.

Principals of Glenmuir Over its 60 Years
(and their personal connection with the School)

Glenmuir opened its doors to 55 students on 19th
September 1958.  Do you know any of them?
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During this 60th anniversary year, we are privileged to look back on how 
Glenmuir has impacted our lives individually and collectively.  We are also 
reminded of the challenges that many of us experienced in financing our 

education and can only be grateful that we made it through.  It is an 
unfortunate reality that many current studies are finding it very difficult to 

complete their secondary education in the best possible way. 
 

With that in mind, we are making a Special Appeal to all our past students and 
well-wishers, to consider making a financial contribution to support those who 
are least able to provide for themselves.  The need is great and our students 

are ambitious and diligent.   
 

Know also that your role as mentor and support will make a difference in 
building their confidence and esteem.   

 
For further information, please contact the Past Students’ Association at 
glenmuiralumnija@gmail.com or the School at glenmuir@cwjamaica.com 

SPECIAL 60th ANNIVERSARY APPEAL:
Help Us To Continue To Help The Students Of Glenmuir!

Hands down, a school which produces the stellar performances that Glenmuir does, must also have 

an academic staff that is extraordinary.  Glenmuir does!   
 

From a miniscule teaching staff of three in 1958, operating out of a single building, Glenmuir now 

boasts a staff complement of ninety seven with subject departments and staff-rooms to match. 
 

What is remarkable, however, is that forty percent (40%) of the staff members are past students, with 

many having their own children as current or past students of the institution.  If that is not clear 
evidence of commitment to excellence and continuity, nothing is. 

Our Teaching Staff – Commitment Beyond the Ordinary

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SCHOOL, THE PAST STUDENTS’ 

ASSOCIATION SALUTES ALL TEACHERS, PAST AND PRESENT, WHO THROUGH THEIR DEDICATED 

SERVICE OF THE HIGHEST ORDER, HAVE PLAYED THEIR PART IN KEEPING THE GIBSON DREAM 

ALIVE, AND IN MAKING GLENMUIR THE EPITOME OF EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION. 
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The GHS Past Students Association, on behalf of its membership, extends warm congratulations 
to Mrs. D. V. Brown, former and longest-serving Vice-Principal of Glenmuir, and her husband Mr. 
Rudolph Brown, on the achievement of 60 years of marriage this year.  To think that she was a 

newly-wed when she began teaching at Glenmuir! We remain grateful to her for the 20 years of 
sterling service to Glenmuir.  Every good wish for good health and well-being!

GLENMUIR@60 Celebrates Mrs. D. V. Brown at 60



Gifted or (Self)Motivated: What Drives the Stellar 
Achievements of Students at Secondary Level and 
How Can these be Sustained to the Benefit of High 
Performance and Output Beyond the School Years?

As we do each time the CSEC and CAPE results are published, we are 

thrilled and impressed by the cases of exceptional performance by some 

of our students.  In this case, exceptional refers to the number of subjects 

passed at the highest possible grades.  Each year, the achievements 

appear to be more and more impressive, and most recently, we have the 

report of Eric Dixon, a student of Glenmuir High School, who over a set of 

examinations spanning three years of his 5th and 6th forms, amassed a 

total of twenty-three (23) subjects, with twenty-two (22) of them at Grade 

1. Truly impressive!  Naturally, this record must fill him, his family and his 

school with great pride.   

 

Over the years, such outstanding performances have spawned 

assessments which have for the most part focused on the quality of the 

teaching and learning offered by our educational institutions.  Indeed, 

many parents turn to the rankings of high schools across the country 

which are now systematically produced, to help in the decision-making 

on where to send their students to further their education.  The 

institutions themselves benefit from the enhanced reputation which 

allow them to attract the brightest and best of each student cohort.  In a 

competitive world, you must stand above the crowd in order to survive. 

 The schools are also enabled to receive support from their own past 

students and other interested stakeholders, thereby continuously 

improving their ability to perform well sustainably. 

cont'd on pg. 9
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This most recent achievement by Eric spawned a conversation among past students of 

Glenmuir (all of whom are very proud of him!) which has placed the focus of attention on 

the student rather than on the institution.  The essence of the enquiry is whether 

giftedness or self-motivation accounts for such superior levels of performance.  Eric is 

known to be an outstanding student, singularly motivated and ambitious.  He also has the 

support of his parents and he benefits from an academic environment at Glenmuir which 

is very supportive of his interests.  It is possible to recount many other instances of 

extraordinary achievements by students in secondary schools across Jamaica.  We learn 

too that many of these students have strong parental and school support, that often they 

are heavily involved as much in academic as in extracurricular activities, raising the 

question, imbued with admiration, as to how they are able to manage such demanding 

schedules consistently and with such commendable outcomes.It was only a short leap to 

the contemplation of whether these students are naturally ‘gifted’ or they are simply 

highly motivated because of the circumstances in which they live and learn.   The concept 

of giftedness is perhaps pursued more formally and closely in other countries than is done 

in Jamaica.  Testing by experts in the field, while possible and not unusual, is not the 

norm.  Where it is done, it is usually at the instance of the parents.  For the most part, 

students are judged or condemned by the outcome of examinations in school.  It is 

therefore possible that a student would not be considered to be remarkable in school or 

gifted at all, until exceptional performance is recorded in the national examinations. 

 

Why the curiosity over this matter?  If testing and identification of the propensity to high 

performance can be established early enough in a student’s life, perhaps through greater 

nurturing and monitoring, the stage can be set for its continuation at the tertiary level and 

onward to entry into the productive sectors, be it private or public.  While there is a 

general sense that some of our top performers at the secondary level have gone on to 

establish successful careers later in life, one wonders if there has been noted continuity in 

the high level of performance over time.  What would suggest that if giftedness is at the 

source, that those individuals will continue to give of their best wherever they are 

destined?  If solely motivated by circumstances, once those factors are removed, will they 

simply fall back into normalness?   What has been the record of past top performers? 

 

A final word.  For the students who did not excel in high school but who have gone on to 

do well at the tertiary level, or in their chosen profession, is there anything which was 

missed while they were at high school?  Alternately, how do we explain the fate of those 

who excelled academically at high school but have done little afterwards, either at the 

tertiary level, or beyond.  

 

Our contemplation of these and related issues should lead us to identify the key 

characteristics which we can foster in order to support every student in maximizing 

her/his fullest potential. 

Sheila Sealy Monteith 
August 2018 

(The views expressed above are attributed to the author only) 

We would love to have your opinion!  Write us at 

glenmuiralumnija@gmail.com
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V O X  P O P U L I

Dawn Killingbeck, Class of 77

“Glenmuir High School was my fertile 
ground.  It is where my closest and 
lifelong friendships were planted.  The 
place where I met the standards that 
would be my guide throughout.  In a 
nutshell, it is my foundation.”

"What does Glenmuir@60 mean to you?" 
Past Students Pay Tribute to their Alma Mater

“I am thankful for two specific 
opportunities that taught me lessons 
that became some of my best attributes 
in my professional life: 1. The self- 
confidence that grew from being part of 
the prestigious and award-winning 
choir under the excellent leadership of 
the late J. Leo Whyte. 2. The leadership 
experience gained from being a prefect. 
 I consider it a privilege and I am proud 
to boast that I am a past student of a 
school that continues to be the 
standard by which excellence is 
judged”.

Tyesha Turner, Class of 2000

“Glenmuir at 60 signifies decades of 
relevance, warranted academic and 
cultural pride and the pursuit of 
greatness. It also signals the maturing 
of a culture of excellence that has 
transcended generations."

Jermaine Nairne, Class of 2002

'Glenmuir@60 prompts me to think of 
the many gaps in our documented 
school History and the plethora of 
possibilities that will surface for many 
of these to be filled. It means a time of 
reconnection with persons and themes 
from earlier decades, even as we 
celebrate the current achievements 
and plan for the coming years. I'm truly 
excited and have my dancing shoes 
ready to boogie through it all.  Let's do 
this!"

Patricia Meikle, Class of 1984

“Glenmuir at 60 triggers many pleasant 
memories of my childhood and an 
appreciation of how much the school has 
evolved and grown over the years. I still 
have vivid memories of morning devotions 
under the trees in front of the old house 
and the strong discipline instilled by Mr. 
Scott. Although I rue the absence of the 
canons and elegant palms at the entrance, 
I know the spirit of the institution and the 
lessons learnt are never absent from all 
who walked through these hallowed gates."

Jennifer Mendes, Class of 1965

“Glenmuir’s 60th anniversary allows for a 
time to not only reflect on its humble 
beginnings and the rich history developed 
over the years through its leadership, 
student body, teachers and other 
stakeholders, but also to look towards the 
future. As a past student, I must say I am 
blessed to have been a part of this 
prestigious institution. Such an 
achievement indicates the high standards 
of learning and discipline enforced at 
Glenmuir and it is my hope that this will 
remain and continue as we advance the 
mission to the next sixty."

Andre Wallas, Class of 1992

"Glenmuir at '60' undoubtedly harkens 
celebrations, but to us, it's a period of 
reflection for the 'burning' legacy the 
school has created so far. We are proud 
to have been partakers in what the school 
and its culture provided us: discipline as 
well as respect for all types of excellence. 
The metamorphosis that Glenmuir began 
in us as its students continues to this day. 
As we play our part in advancing the 
mission of our noble institution, we hope 
that with each decade, the Flagrans fire 
remains lit in every sphere of the world."

Shaneque & Shauntelle Edwards 
Class of 2015 
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GHS continues to be a top 10 school 

and placed seven (7) in the 2018 

high school rankings for CSEC. 

The CSEC and CAPE exams pass 

rates are 95.8% and 97%, 

respectively, from a cohort of 250 

students. 

The quality pass rates, which is the 

number of students at the CSEC 

level who were able to pass at least 

five subjects is 95.3%, and at the 

CAPE level it is 75.7% for the number 

of students who earned quality 

passes (Grades I-III) in two or more 

subjects. These numbers are far 

above the national averages. 

The core subjects pass rates are 

96% and 97.9% for Mathematics and 

English respectively, for CSEC, and 

are well above the national average. 

Academic Update General School Updates

Glenmuir continues to maintain an active extra-curricular life as there are over 40 active clubs at 

the school, including cadet, choir, sports, speech, debate, quiz, performing arts, photography, 

service clubs and uniformed groups. 

Glenmuir High won the inaugural staging of the UTECH Jamaica Mathematics Quiz Competition at 

the start of the new school year in November 2017. 

The School earned six national Gold awards in the JCDC Festival of the Arts Speech and Dance 

competitions at the National Finals staged in May 2018. 

Glenmuir earned twelve points in the ISSA GraceKennedy Boys Championship Competition with 

bronze medalist in the Class 2, 400m, Zidane Brown going on to represent Jamaican at the 2018 

CARIFTA Games in the Bahamas where he was a member of the quartet that won gold for the 

4x400M relay. 

Upper Sixth Former Shemique Dawkins was awarded the National 4H Girl of the Year and walked 

away with the one million dollars grand prize.  

Three members of the under 14 Football team, Stephen Simpson, Zakari Messam and Tajaray 

Mahabeer, were invited to the national trials for Jamaica’s Under 15 team and they represented 

Jamaica in the Under 15 Youth Football Cup. 

The School continues to do well in sports such as table tennis, football, basketball, netball, chess, 

and cricket and also offers girls’ football. The school has enjoyed national placements and the title 

of rural area champions in a number of these areas. 

Co-Curricular Activities Update

Eisteddfod and Sports Day are still 

vibrant at Glenmuir. For 2018, the 

Deroux House is the Sports and 

Eisteddfod Champions. Deroux all the 

way!!!!! 

The current national Spelling Bee 

champion is a Glenmuir student, 

Nathaniel Stone. This marks the second 

consecutive year that a Glenmuir 

student is the National Champion 

following Deneiro Hines’ victory in 

2017. 

Past students continue to support the 

school though contributions to the 

welfare fund that provides lunch money 

to those in need, as well as through 

scholarships and the payment of 

external examination fees. Contribution 

is also made through physically by 

visiting the school and engaging the 

students in talks and mentorship. 

Past Student Support

SCHOOL UPDATE – THE EXCELLENCE CONTINUES!
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 Herman Williams (L), GHS' first head boy, passes the torch to Eric Dixon (R), the 2017-18
Deputy Head Boy and to the top 2018-19 GSAT Student (M) Domonique Bhoorasingh.

 A pleased Eric Dixon at this year’s UWI
Matriculation Ceremony on September 6, 2018.
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Glenmuir’s Eric Dixon is the University of the 

West Indies’ Top Matriculant for 2018! This 

humble and seemingly unassuming scholar 

boasts a whopping 22 Grade Ones in the 

CXC Examinations; earning ten (10) Grade 

Ones at the CSEC level, in one sitting, and 

another twelve (12) Grade Ones at the CAPE 

level over the two years of sixth form. With an 

academic record this enviable, one may think 

that Eric lives in a book, but he embodies the 

core values of the Glenmuir student in that 

he is a rounded individual having excelled at 

both academics and extracurricular activities. 

He served as one of the Institutions Deputy 

Head Boys and was a sergeant in the Cadet 

Unit, a male mentor and a member of the 

winning Mathematics Quiz Team hosted by 

UTECH Jamaica in February 2018. Eric is 

very down to earth and his favourite subject 

is Mathematics and he enjoys socializing. We 

salute Eric Dixon for continuing to raise the 

Flagrans banner higher!

Congratulations Eric!

Eric Dixon is the University of the West Indies,
Mona Campus’ Top Matriculant for 2018



A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  
M E E T I N G  2 0 1 8  

The Glenmuir High School Past Students' Association 

cordially invites you to our

(following the 60th-anniversary Praise and Worship Service and Brunch 

on the Lawn) 

SUNDAY 9 SEPTEMBER  |  4 PM 
GHS AUDITORIUM 

Join us as we
launch the New

PSA Website!

More info: glenmuiralumnija@gmail.com



Created and published by the Glenmuir High School Past 
Students’ Association Task Force. All rights reserved. 

@GlenmuirHighPSA 

glenmuiralumnija@gmail.com

CONTACT US, YOUR PAST 

STUDENT ASSOCIATION! 
 

We’d love for you to join us! Please 

let us have your name (current and 

as a student), your year group and 

any special memories you have of 
Glenmuir High School.  Let us fill the 

memory bank for posterity.  

We need your continued 

support to maintain our 

beloved alma mater as 

the high school of choice 

for generations to come.   

DONATE/VOLUNTEER 
TODAY. ASK US HOW.


